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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout entitled Dining At Buffy's also known as Email To Snakelover 
Dining At Buffy’s is classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Dining At Buffy's is a two page short story about a snake called Barney Squamata who 
visits a restaurant to consume a naked adult woman. He has placed an order for a 
woman called Annette but arrives to be told she has already been consumed. Barney 
is offered Miko who is wheeled out with her ankles and wrists bound to the trolley. She 
is terrified. However, Miko is spared her fate because Annette is located. The 
remainder of the story describes, in a sexualised manner, Annette being consumed 
alive by Barney. 

Because death is involved the story can be said to present the infliction of serious 
physical harm and it does so to a reasonable extent and degree. However because 
the story is so fantastical its impact is lessened. It is the eroticisation of death that has 
the greater impact. 

Barney makes observations of the women's nudity, especially Annette's. Annette is 
described as enjoying being consumed and reacts as if she were engaging in 
pleasurable sexual activity. The language used is sexualised to make Annette's 
consumption by Barney seem sexually titillating. The themes of sex and death are 
intended for an adult audience and are clearly more appropriate for this audience. 
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The right to freedom of expression in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 has 
been balanced against Parliament's intention to prevent injury to the public good. This 
classification is a reasonable and justified limit on freedom of expression when 
considering the sexual content of the computer printout. 


OFLCRef: 9900273 


tmp2D98 



